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CONFIRMATION HEARING ON THE NOMINA-
TIONS OF LARRY D. THOMPSON TO BE DEP-
UTY ATTORNEY GENERAL AND THEODORE
B. OLSON TO BE SOLICITOR GENERAL OF
THE UNITED STATES

THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2001

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:27 a.m., in room
SC-5, The Capitol, Hon. Orrin G. Hatch, Chairman of the Commit-
tee, presiding.

Present: Senators Hatch, Specter, Kyl, DeWine, Sessions, McCon-
nell, Leahy, Kennedy, Feinstein, Feingold, Schumer, Durbin, and
Cantwell.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. ORRIN G. HATCH, A U.S.
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF UTAH

Chairman HATCH. Good morning. Welcome to the nomination
hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee. Today we are
going to consider the nomination of Larry D. Thompson to be the
Deputy Attorney General and of Theodore B. Olson to be Solicitor
General of the United States.

Before we begin, I would like to congratulate both nominees on
being selected by President Bush for these important positions. It
is a pleasure to have two nominees before this Committee who
have distinguished themselves with hard work and great intellect,
and I am confident that they will do great service to the Depart-
ment of Justice and the citizens of this country upon their con-
firmation.

Certainly, the position of Deputy Attorney General is vital to the
Department of Justice and to the country. The Deputy Attorney
General serves as the No. 2 person at the Justice Department and
acts as the Justice Department’s chief operating officer, handling
much of its day-to-day administration. The Deputy must be a per-
son of unquestioned competence and integrity who can exercise
good judgment and provide objective legal advice to the Attorney
General.

Mr. Thompson meets all of these requirements. He has had an
impressive and varied career as a lawyer, including working as in-
house corporate counsel at Monsanto, as a partner at the pres-
tigious law firm of King and Spalding, as the United States Attor-
ney for the Northern District of Georgia, as an independent coun-
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sel, and as an adjunct professor of law at both Mercer University
and the University of Georgia Law School.

The diverse nature of his employment is surpassed by the even
wider variety of legal issues that he has mastered. Most recently,
Mr. Thompson has specialized in white-collar criminal defense,
complex civil litigation, internal corporate investigations, RICO liti-
gation, and False Claims Act cases. He has also handled a variety
of civil matters and has both prosecuted and defended people ac-
cused of criminal activity. He has been involved in antitrust, civil
rights, and intellectual property issues. This experience, combined
with an excellent character, convinces me that Mr. Thompson, once
confirmed, will prove to be one of the most qualified Deputy Attor-
ney Generals to serve this country.

So it is a pleasure to welcome you, Mr. Thompson, to our Com-
mittee this morning.

Our second nominee this morning is Ted Olson.

The Solicitor General is one of the most coveted positions in the
Federal Government. Numerous anecdotes of accomplished lawyers
attest to this fact. For instance, when appointed to the Supreme
Court, Justice Murphy asked whether any other Justice had held
as many governmental positions as he had. The clerk responded,
“Well, there was Taft...He was Solicitor General, he was Circuit
Court Judge, he was president of the Philippines Commission, he
was Secretary of War, he was President of the United States, and,
of course, he was Chief Justice.” Dejected, Justice Murphy asked,
“He was Solicitor General, too?”

[Laughter.]

Chairman HATCH. The Solicitor General represents the interests
of the United States in litigation before the Supreme Court and the
Federal appellate courts.

By statute, the Solicitor General takes his orders from the Attor-
ney General. The position was created in 1870 to assist the Attor-
ney General with the duties of litigating before the Supreme Court.

One of his main tasks is to defend Federal statutes and regula-
tions from challenges in the Federal courts.

Before the Supreme Court, he serves more than just an advo-
cate’s role. He is also a kind of trusted advisor and is sometimes
referred to as the “tenth justice” or as the “thirty-fifth law clerk,”
because of his important institutional role.

[Laughter.]

Chairman HATcCH. I want to make sure you are always humble.
The Supreme Court relies on the Solicitor General to provide an ac-
curate explanation of the current state of the law.

Mr. Olson, who has been nominated for the position of Solicitor
General, should be no stranger to this role. He has argued before
the Supreme Court 15 times and is regarded by both liberals and
conservatives as one of the best appellate lawyers in our country.
The National Law Journal has twice recognized him as one of
America’s 100 Most Influential Lawyers and has called him a
“member of the inner circle of the Supreme Court bar.”

Mr. Olson has an extremely distinguished record in private prac-
tice and also as the head of the Office of Legal Counsel in the De-
partment of Justice. His knowledge and expertise extend over the
whole range of constitutional and statutory issues. He has the in-
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tellect and experience to represent the United States well on the
wide variety of issues that will face the administration.

Let me just say that I have the utmost confidence in Mr. Olson’s
ability to maintain his balance.

With Attorney General John Ashcroft at the helm, Larry Thomp-
son as his Deputy, and Ted Olson as the Solicitor General, I believe
that we have the beginnings of one of the best and most qualified
Departments of Justice this country has seen.

So, Ted, we are delighted to welcome you and your family here
this morning.

Let me turn to the distinguished ranking Democratic member for
hﬁs opening remarks, and then we will turn to our witnesses for
theirs.

STATEMENT OF HON. PATRICK J. LEAHY, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF VERMONT

Senator LEAHY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The positions of Deputy Attorney General and Solicitor General
are extremely important, and they are very sensitive leadership po-
sitions at the Department of Justice, as attested to by the fact that
we have four extraordinary Senators here prepared to testify, one
even more extraordinary than the others.

[Laughter.]

Chairman HATCH. We know he is speaking of himself.

Senator LEAHY. Coming from a Gaelic heritage, I appreciate that.
I applaud my Senator from when I am away from home. And some-
body reading this record 50 years from now, if anybody is so bored
as to do that, will wonder what the heck we were talking about.

I hope the hearings of these nominations will clear the air on a
number of issues, especially because they are so important.

The position of Deputy Attorney General is a crucial one. The
Deputy is No. 2 in command and plays a key role as a top advisor
to the Attorney General. Actually, the position was firmly estab-
lished back in the Eisenhower administration almost 50 years ago.
It was just after the Attorney General and President Eisenhower
had established the arrangement by which the American Bar Asso-
ciation began providing peer review to the President of possible ju-
dicial nominees.

Now, while a number of our longstanding traditions are being
changed by the current administration, as they have a right to, the
position of the Deputy Attorney General appears to be one that
continues, and I am happy to see that. Former Deputies include
William Rogers and Byron White, Nicholas Katzenbach and War-
ren Christopher, Harold Tyler, Jamie Gorelick and Eric Holder.
The Deputy has traditionally assumed responsibility for the day-to-
day operations of the Department. The Deputy often has direct
oversight of a number of divisions and units within the Depart-
ment, including the FBI and those with criminal jurisdiction. And
the Deputy position may assume even greater significance in this
administration since we have not read of any designation of an As-
sociate Attorney General with whom the Deputy might share those
leadership responsibilities. Perhaps there will be.

This is a critical juncture for the Department and for our Federal
law enforcement efforts. I am concerned with reports that the ad-
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ministration intends to cut Justice Department funding signifi-
cantly. The early reports were that those cuts would amount to
more than $1 billion annually, and I want to explore what cuts the
President and Attorney General Ashcroft will make in law enforce-
ment to absorb those.

I know that Mr. Thompson served previously as a United States
attorney, and I am sure that he appreciates, as those of us who
have had the opportunity to serve as prosecutors understand, what
it would mean to cut positions in our U.S. Attorney’s Offices and
how unwise that would be.

I am concerned that the Senate is being called upon this week
to vote on the Federal budget without having seen a detailed sub-
mission of where the Bush administration intends to make its cuts
in law enforcement. I for one would hate to see large cuts in our
Federal assistance to State and local law enforcement. Those pro-
grams to help acquire bulletproof vests or to reduce DNA backlogs
or to encourage modern communications, provide modern crime
labs, and place cops on the beat have helped bring down our crime.

In fact, under Attorney General Reno, and due in part to her em-
phasis on a coordinated effort with State and local law enforce-
ment, with strong support from the Congress, crime rates fell in
each of the past 8 years. I don’t know a time in my adult life that
the crime rates have fallen in this country for 8 years in a row.
Violent crimes, including murder and rape, have been reduced to
the lowest levels in decades. So we should continue—if we have
something that is working, we ought to continue with it.

Now, the President said he intends to cut Federal assistance to
State and local law enforcement by 30 percent. We do want to look
at that. With school shootings continuing to occur across the coun-
try and the use of heroin, methamphetamine, and other dangerous
drugs not only in my State but across the country, in rural and
urban settings, with all that it is not the time to redirect $1.5 bil-
lion away from Federal assistance to State and local law enforce-
ment.

Senator Hatch and I began this year by cosponsoring with other
Senators a bill to focus increased effort and resources in the battle
against illegal drug use. But our bill will require substantial com-
mitments to do it, not by cutting billions out of our anti-drug effort
but by adding money.

I was very impressed by Mr. Thompson when we met and spoke
informally earlier this week, not only for his own obvious brilliance
as an attorney and his background, but I know that when things
are working well, there is a lot of contact between this Committee
on both sides of the aisle and the Department. So we need a candid
and responsive relationship, and I look forward to that.

In fact, usually the Deputy Attorney General has warranted its
own hearing. Indeed, the hearing on the nomination of former
President Bush’s last Deputy Attorney General included a number
of public witnesses in addition to testimony from the nominee.
Now, the Chairman has said that we will have the hearing of this
and the Solicitor General together. That is his prerogative.

The Solicitor General fills a unique position in our Government.
He is responsible for the integrity of our laws. He is not another
legal advocate out to advance the narrow interests of a client or
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merely another advocate of the President’s policies. He is much
more than that. The Solicitor General must use his or her legal
skills and judgments for higher purposes, and sometimes even
called the “tenth justice” of the Supreme Court.

We have reviewed nominations to the position of Solicitor Gen-
eral over the years, seeking the highest levels of independence and
integrity, as well as legal skills. Think of the people we have had.
The Chairman mentioned William Howard Taft. We had Benjamin
Bristow, Charles Evans Hughes, Robert Jackson, Archibald Cox,
Thurgood Marshall, and Erwin Griswold.

I mentioned last month when the President withdrew a number
of judicial nominations that had been pending before this Commit-
tee over the last several years: Judge Helene White, Judge James
Wynn, Bonnie Campbell, and many others. I regret he also with-
drew the nomination of Kathleen McCree Lewis. Even though she
had been before this Committee without action for a year and a
half, I thought the name would be very familiar to us because she
is the daughter of one our most distinguished Solicitors General
and Federal Judges, Wade McCree, and is herself a highly re-
spected appellate lawyer at the Detroit firm of Dykema Gossett,
strongly supported by the Senators from her State. And I think had
we ever gotten around to having a hearing on her and voting on
her, she would have been confirmed. She would have been the first
African-American woman ever to serve on the Sixth Circuit.

Now, I know Mr. Olson. I had a good talk with him earlier this
week, and I appreciate the amount of time and his courtesy coming
by and affording me whatever time I might want. I had the oppor-
tunity, along with Senator Hatch to attend the oral arguments be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court last December and saw how well he
handled on behalf of his client, in this case now President of the
United States.

He has spoken in a number of other areas. He argued on behalf
of a number of other causes, such as ending affirmative action, de-
fending VMTI’s policy of excluding women, and we will probably talk
about that. But I always felt that he was there to speak for a client
on a particular case.

Now, what I am not going to do, as, unfortunately, some on this
Committee have done during the past 6 years, is hold up a person
because of his clients. I think every client has a right to have the
Eest attorney possible, and Mr. Olson is without doubt one of the

est.

Now, Mr. Olson was very critical of the last administration for
what he saw to be the exercise of political influence over the De-
partment of Justice. He was extremely critical of Attorney General
Reno for failing, in his view, to maintain the standard of independ-
ence and non-partisanship. He will, of course, be asked whether he
will disregard partisanship, especially a Solicitor General.

Now, I know the Chairman wants to expedite this hearing. He
noticed it last week before all the required reports had been re-
ceived on both nominees. I think it is a rather unprecedented step
to put them together, but that is his right. And no matter what
criticism there might be of it, I would point out that it is his abso-
lute right to speed this through in this way, even if it is not our
normal procedure.
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With that, to help you speed it up, Mr. Chairman, I will put the
rest of my statement in the record.

Chairman HATCH. I am so pleased with that.

Senator LEAHY. I am sure you are.

[The prepared statement of Senator Leahy follows:]

STATEMENT OF HON. PATRICK J. LEAHY, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF
VERMONT

The positions of Deputy Attorney General and Solicitor General are extremely im-
portant and sensitive leadership positions at the Department of Justice. I hope that
today’s hearing on the nominations to fill these important posts will be both full and
fair.

The position of Deputy Attorney General is a crucial one. The Deputy is number
two in command and plays a key role as a top advisor to the Attorney General. The
position was firmly established in the Eisenhower Administration almost 50 years
ago—just after the Attorney General and President Eisenhower had established the
arrangement by which the American Bar Association began providing peer review
to the President of possible judicial nominees. While a number of our longstanding
traditions are being upset by the current Administration, the position of the Deputy
Attorney General appears to be one that continues. Former Deputies include Wil-
liam Rogers and Byron White, Nicholas Katzenbach and Warren Christopher, Har-
old Tyler, Jamie Gorelick and Eric Holder. The Deputy has traditionally assumed
responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the Department. The Deputy often
has direct oversight of a number of divisions and units within the Department, in-
cluding the FBI and those with criminal jurisdiction. The Deputy position may as-
sume even greater significance in this Administration since we have not read of any
designation of an Associate Attorney General with whom the Deputy might share
those leadership responsibilities.

This is a critical juncture for the Department and for our federal law enforcement
efforts. I remain concerned with reports that the Bush Administration intends to cut
Justice Department funding significantly. The early reports were that those cuts
would amount to more than $1,000,000,000 annually. I want to explore where Presi-
dent Bush and Attorney General Ashcroft intend to absorb such massive cuts.

I know that Mr. Thompson served previously as a United States Attorney. I am
sure that he appreciates, as those of us who served as local prosecutors understand,
what it would mean to cut positions in our United States Attorneys offices and how
unwise that would be.

I am concerned that the Senate is being called upon this week to vote on the fed-
eral budget without having seen a detailed submission of where the Bush Adminis-
tration intends to make its cuts in law enforcement. I, for one, would hate to see
cuts in our federal assistance to State and local law enforcement. Those programs
to help acquire bulletproof vests, reduce DNA backlogs, encourage modern commu-
nications, provide modern crime labs, and place cops on the beat have been so help-
ful to our crime control efforts.

Under Attorney General Reno, and due in part to her emphasis on a coordinated
effort with State and local law enforcement, crime rates fell in each of the past 8
years. Violent crimes, including murder and rape, have been reduced to the lowest
levels in decades, since before the Reagan and Bush Administrations. We need to
redouble our efforts, not cut them short or leave them short of funds. When the
Bush budget highlights in his “Blueprint for New Beginnings” says that the Presi-
dent intends to cut federal assistance to State and local law enforcement by 30%,
by “redirecting”over $1,500,000,000, that troubles me. With school shootings con-
tinuing to occur across the country and the use of heroin, methamphetamine and
other dangerous drugs in Vermont and across the country in rural and urban set-
tings, now is not the time to be redirecting $1,500,000,000 away from federal assist-
ance to State and local law enforcement. Now is not the time to be pulling back from
the strong national commitment we should be making to continue to assist those
on the front lines in the fight against crime and battle over illegal drug use.

Senator Hatch and I began this year by cosponsoring with other Senators a bill
to focus increased effort and resources in the battle against illegal drug use. Our
bill, the Drug Abuse Education, Prevention and Treatment Act of 2001, will require
a significant commitment of additional resources to this effort. If we are finally
ready to make the type of commitment to drug abuse education, prevention and
treatment that we need in order to make a difference, that will require increasing
federal funding of our anti-drug efforts by over $1,000,000,000 during the next three
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years, not cutting law enforcement funding by more than $1,000,000,000 each of the
next four years.

I was impressed by Larry Thompson when we met and spoke informally earlier
this week. When we are working together well, the contact between this Committee
and the Department is so frequent and important that we will need a candid and
responsive relationship with the Deputy. I enjoyed our brief visit earlier this week
and look forward to getting to know Mr. Thompson better through the course of
these proceedings.

A nomination to as significant a position as the Deputy Attorney General has tra-
ditionally been treated by this Committee as worthy of its own hearing. Indeed, the
hearing on the nomination of former President Bush’s last Deputy Attorney General
included a number of public witnesses in addition to testimony from the nominee.
Instead of proceeding along that model, Senator Hatch has ordered this matter to
be interwoven with the nominee to be Solicitor General, without any opportunity for
witnesses other than the nominees to testify. I recall that Chairman Thurmond
heard witnesses in connection with the nominations of both Rex Lee and Charles
Fried to be Solicitor General during the Reagan Administration. Having public testi-
mony in connection with nominations can be a helpful aspect to this process and
useful to the Senate as it performs its constitutional responsibilities in considering
whether to confirm presidential nominations.

The Solicitor General fills a unique position in our Government. The Solicitor
General is responsible for the integrity of our laws. The Solicitor General is not
merely another legal advocate whose mission is to advance the narrow interests of
a client, or merely another advocate of his President’s policies. Rather, the Solicitor
General is much more than that. The Solicitor General must use his or her legal
skills and judgment to higher purposes. For this reason the Solicitor General has
often been called the 10th Justice of the Supreme Court.

On this Committee, Republicans and Democrats have reviewed nominations to the
position of Solicitor General seeking the highest levels of independence and integ-
rity, as well as legal skills. He or she must argue with intellectual honesty before
the Supreme Court and represent the interests of the Government and the Amer-
ican people for the long term, and not just with an eye to short-term political gain.
It is our obligation here on this Committee to help the Senate determine whether
a nominee understands and is up to this extraordinary role. From Benjamin Bristow
in 1870, to William Howard Taft and Charles Evans Hughes, Jr., from Robert Jack-
son to Archibald Cox, Thurgood Marshall and Erwin Griswold, we have had some
extraordinary people serve this country as our Solicitors General.

Part of my deep regret last month when President Bush chose to withdraw the
nominations of the judicial nominations that had been pending before this Commit-
tee over the last several years without action was that, along with the nominations
of Roger Gregory and Judge Helene White and Judge James A. Wynn, Jr. and
Bonnie Campbell and so many others, President Bush chose to withdraw the nomi-
nation of Kathleen McCree Lewis.

That name is familiar not only because her nomination was before this Committee
without action for more than one and a half years, from September 16, 1999 until
withdrawn by President Bush on March 19, 2001. That name is also familiar be-
cause Ms. Lewis is the daughter of one of our most distinguished Solicitors General
and federal judges, Wade McCree. Ms. Lewis is herself a highly-respected appellate
lawyer at the Detroit firm of Dykema Gossett. She had served as a member of the
Detroit Civil Service Commission and of the Detroit Civic Center Commission. She
was strongly supported by both Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow for a seat on
the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Had this Committee held
a hearing on her nomination and had the Senate considered her, I have no doubt
that she would have been confirmed. She would have been the first African Amer-
ican woman ever to serve on the Sixth Circuit. Although a consensus candidate, she
was denied that opportunity to serve.

I had a brief opportunity to chat with Mr. Olson earlier this week. I am familiar
with his work as a part of the Reagan Justice Department. In addition, I had the
opportunity along with Senator Hatch, to attend the oral arguments before the
United States Supreme Court last December and witnessed his aggressive represen-
tation of George W. Bush in that historic presidential selection case.

His role in that case and on behalf of a number of other causes, such as ending
affirmative action and defending VMTI’s policy of excluding women, are matters that
I anticipate will be covered in the course of these hearings. Unlike the litmus test
that has been used by anonymous Republicans over the last several years to dis-
qualify the choices of a Democratic President, I will not oppose this nomination
merely because of Mr. Olson’s clients and his clients’ activities. I understand the
role of an advocate in our legal system.
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What adds controversy to this nomination are Mr. Olson’s activities and out-
spoken partisanship over the last several years. A key question that this hearing
will raise is whether Mr. Olson would put his partisanship and activist politics aside
in the formulation of the Government’s litigation positions. Mr. Olson was very criti-
cal of the last Administration for what he saw to be the exercise of political influ-
ence over the Department of Justice, and he was extremely critical of Attorney Gen-
eral Reno for failing, in his view, to maintain a standard of independence and non-
partisanship. Given his rhetoric over the last several years, Mr. Olson is now con-
fronted with the question whether he will disregard partisanship and narrow politi-
cal ideology in carrying out the important responsibilities of the Solicitor General.

I know that Senator Hatch is expediting this hearing, going so far as to notice
it last week before all the required reports had even been received on both nomi-
nees. He is taking the unprecedented step of combining both of these critical nomi-
nations in a single panel in a single hearing on a single day. Indeed, he has chosen
to proceed today knowing that for some time the Republican leadership has planned
to devote today to Senate consideration of this year’s budget resolution. So, in addi-
tion to our participation today in the work of the Senate as it considers the budg-
etary framework for the Federal Government, we have a doubly full hearing agenda
as we begin the process of considering these critical nominations.

Moreover, this has already been the Committee’s busiest week of the session hav-
ing already held more hearings on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week than the
Committee held in all of February or all of March. This will be our fifth hearing
this week. Finally, I should note for the record that we are not proceeding in our
normal Judiciary Committee hearing room or in one of the other larger hearing
rooms that we sometimes employ. Instead, we are proceeding for the first time in
a basement room of the Capitol with less accessibility and availability to the public.

In spite of all these circumstances, we will do the best that we can to fulfil our
responsibilities. I want to commend the Members of the Committee who are adjust-
ing their schedules to participate in the hearing today. I will do all that I can to
accommodate them and all Members of the Committee to ensure that they have had
the opportunity to review these nominations and question the nominees.

Chairman HATCH. We have four distinguished witnesses here
this morning before the two nominees, and because of his problems
that are many-fold right now, we are going to turn to our Scottish
warlord here.

[Laughter.]

Senator LEAHY. Didn’t they make a movie about him? He does
have that Mel Gibson appearance, except he looks younger and
more virile.

[Laughter.]

Senator WARNER. We should have brought Sean Connery in. He
is right upstairs waiting, and he is going to escort us down.

Senator LEAHY. Well, you have a lot more hair.

Chairman HATCH. Actually, John, you look better in a skirt than
Trent Lott.

[Laughter.]

Senator LEAHY. I am going to leave that one alone.

Senator WARNER. There is a cold draft in this room.

[Laughter.]

Senator WARNER. Perhaps that could be expunged from the
record.

[Laughter.]

PRESENTATION OF THEODORE B. OLSON, NOMINEE TO BE SO-
LICITOR GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, BY HON. JOHN
W. WARNER, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF VIRGINIA

Senator WARNER. I think since you have brought up the fact that
I am here in my outfit today, probably the first time in 23 years
I have been privileged to serve in the Senate I didn’t have a dark
blue suit and a red tie on, but I do so because April 6, 1320, the
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Scots declared their declaration of independence. And it is interest-
ing—I am reading from a Senate resolution—that the American
Declaration of Independence was modeled on that inspirational
document. Half of the signers of the Declaration of Independence
were of Scottish origin. The Governors of nine of the 13 original
States were of Scottish ancestry, as have been many of our Presi-
dents. So there is a deep respect we have for our heritage.

Now, I have got to go upstairs—

Senator LEAHY. Mr. Chairman, if the Senator would yield on that
point, I am glad you brought up April 6, 1320, because there is only
one member of this Committee who was around at that time.

[Laughter.]

Senator WARNER. He will be here momentarily.

Senator LEAHY. He will be.

[Laughter.]

Senator LEAHY. Casting the deciding vote.

Senator WARNER. If I might proceed, thank you, gentlemen and
ladies. As you all know, the Solicitor General’s office supervises
and conducts all Government litigation in the United States Su-
preme Court, and I am honored to be here on behalf of Theodore
Olson today, a resident of my State. The Solicitor General helps de-
velop the Government’s positions on cases and personally argues
many of the most significant cases before the Supreme Court.
Given these great responsibilities, it is no surprise that the Solici-
tor General is the only officer of the United States required by stat-
ute to be “learned in the law.”

His background is impressive. He received his law degree in 1965
from the university of California at Berkeley where he was a mem-
ber of the California Law Review and graduated Order of the Coif.
Upon graduation, he joined the firm of Gibson, Dunn and Crutcher
in 1965, becoming a partner in 1972. During this time, Mr. Olson
had a general trial and appellate practice as well as a constitu-
tional law practice.

In 1981, he was appointed by President Reagan to serve as As-
sistant Attorney General, Office of Legal Counsel of the United
States Department of Justice. During his 4 years in this position,
he provided counsel to the President, the Attorney General, and
heads of the executive branch departments.

After serving in the Reagan administration, Mr. Olson returned
to private practice. He has argued numerous cases before the Su-
preme Court, including one that we are all familiar with related to
the past election and the Florida results. His vast experience in
litigating before the Supreme Court will serve him well as Solicitor
General.

Mr. Chairman, I say without reservation that this is a well-expe-
rienced individual, and I am confident he will serve in this position
with honor, with integrity, and with distinction.

I ask that the balance of my remarks be placed in the record.

[The prepared statement of Senator Warner follows:]

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN WARNER, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF VIRGINIA

Chairman Hatch, and my other distinguished colleagues on the Senate’s Judiciary
Committee, I am pleased to support the nomination of a Virginian, Theodore B.
Olson, to serve as the Solicitor General of the United States.
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As you all know, the Solicitor General’s Office supervises and conducts all govern-
ment litigation in the United States Supreme Court. The Solicitor General helps de-
velop the government’s positions on cases and personally argues many of the most
significant cases before the Supreme Court. Given these great responsibilities, it is
no surprise that the Solicitor General is the only officer of the United States re-
quired by statute to be “learned in the law.”

Mr. Olson’s background in the law is impressive. He received his law degree in
1965 from the University of California at Berkeley where he was a member of the
California Law Review and graduated Order of the Coif. Upon graduation, Mr.
Olson joined the firm of Gibson, Dunn, & Crutcher in 1965, becoming a partner in
1972. During this time, Mr. Olson had a general trial and appellate practice as well
as a constitutional law practice.

In 1981, Mr. Olson was appointed by President Reagan to serve as Assistant At-
torney General, Office of Legal Counsel in the United States Department of Justice.
During his four years in this position, Mr. Olson provided counsel to the President,
Attorney General, and heads of the Executive Branch Departments.

After serving in the Reagan administration, Mr. Olson returned to private prac-
tice. He has argued numerous cases before the Supreme Court, including one that
we are all familiar with related to this past election and the Florida election results.
His vast experience in litigating before the Supreme Court will serve him well as
Solicitor General.

Mr. Chairman, based on this extensive experience in the law, it goes without say-
ing that Mr. Olson is “learned in the law.” Mr. Olson is obviously extremely well-
qualified to serve as our next Solicitor General, and I am confident that he will
serve in this position with honor, integrity, and distinction.

Again, I am pleased to indicate my support for Mr. Olson. I look forward to the
Committee reporting his nomination favorably and for a confirmation vote before
the full Senate.

Cllliairman HatcH. Thank you, Senator. We appreciate your re-
marks.

Senator WARNER. I thank the indulgence of all members. If any-
one cares to join us on the steps of the Capitol, where about several
hundreds Scots similarly dressed will be there, you are welcome.

Chairman HATCH. Thank you, John. We appreciate it.

Senator LEAHY. Thanks, John.

Chairman HATCcH. We will follow seniority, so we turn to Senator
Nickles next, and then we will go to Senator Cleland and then Sen-
ator Miller.

PRESENTATION OF THEODORE B. OLSON, NOMINEE TO BE SO-
LICITOR GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, BY HON. DON
NICKLES, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Senator NICKLES. Mr. Chairman, Senator Leahy, and members of
the committee, thank you very much and I will be very brief.

One, I wish to compliment the President on his selection of Larry
Thompson as Deputy Attorney General and Ted Olson to be Solici-
tor General. I think both are outstanding individuals. Both will
serve not only the Attorney General but our country very well, and
they will do an outstanding job.

I do regret to say that Mr. Olson is not of Scottish descent. I find
that to be his only lack of qualification. Obviously, he is a pre-
eminent attorney among a handful that is eminently qualified to be
Solicitor General. He is a lawyer with the qualifications Senator
Warner mentioned: his law degree from the university of Califor-
nia, a partner in a very prestigious law firm, Gibson, Dunn and
Crutcher, for 30-some years. He served as Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States in 1981-84, offering advice to President
Reagan and then Attorney General William French Smith, in addi-
tion to other executive branch departments.
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He has held numerous legal positions both in the American Bar
Association, Federalist Society, and others. The National Law Jour-
nal recognized him as one of America’s top 100 attorneys. They
have done that year after year, and deservedly so.

He has argued cases before Federal level and State level. He has
been on several sides on legal issues. He recently, as mentioned by
both Senator Leahy and Senator Warner, argued in a very famous
case, Bush v. Gore. And regardless of whatever side of that issue
you are on, you had to be impressed with his talent and the fact
that he was able to put together that case, argued a very com-
plicated case under enormous pressure, both in time and also on
the importance of the issue.

He has argued cases on both sides of the courtroom. He has de-
fended the Government and he counseled the President and Attor-
ney General on the limits of Government power. He has also de-
fended private interests against the Government. So when he is So-
licitor General and arguing the Government’s position in court, he
understands that there are both limits to Government power
against individuals and limits of executive branch authority
against the legislature and courts. I believe he will be a real credit
to this administration and to his profession, and I believe our coun-
try is very fortunate to have him serve in this capacity. I happen
to agree with Senator Leahy. He is one of our country’s best attor-
neys, eminently qualified, and I think he will be an outstanding So-
licitor General for our country.

So, Mr. Chairman and members, thank you very much for the
opporﬁunity to introduce Ted Olson. I think he will do an outstand-
ing job.

Chairman HATCH. Well, thank you, our Assistant Majority Lead-
er. Your testimony means a lot to this committee. We appreciate
your being here, we know you are busy. We will let you go.

Senator Cleland, we are very honored to have you and Senator
Miller here, and we look forward to hearing your testimony.

PRESENTATION OF LARRY D. THOMPSON, NOMINEE TO BE
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL, BY HON. MAX CLELAND, A
U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA

Senator CLELAND. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. It is an
honor to be here with my colleague, Senator Zell Miller, and we are
honored today to speak and appear and recommend to the Commit-
tee with our total support Attorney Larry Thompson from Georgia.

I would like to acknowledge his lovely wife, Brenda, who is here,
a}rlldlthank them both for their loyalty to each other and loyalty to
the law.

It is my pleasure to recommend him for the position of Deputy
Attorney General. He is an experienced litigator and uniquely
qualified to work on behalf of all Americans as Deputy Attorney
General. He graduated cum laude from Culver-Stockton College in
1967. I admire anybody who graduates cum laude or magna cum
laude. 1 graduated “lordie, how come?”

[Laughter.]

Senator CLELAND. He serves as a member of the Board of Trust-
ees there at Culver-Stockton. He received his master’s degree from
Michigan State in 1969 and his law degree from the University of
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Michigan in 1974. He joined King and Spalding, a law firm in At-
lanta, in 1977 and practiced in the Antitrust and Litigation depart-
ments until 1982. From 1982 until 1986, he served as the U.S. At-
torney for the Northern District of Georgia and did an outstanding
job. As U.S. attorney, he directed the Southeastern Organized
Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force and served on the Attorney
General’s Economic Crime Council.

After returning to King and Spalding in 1986 as a partner, he
resumed his practice in civil and criminal litigation. In July 1995,
Mr. Thompson was named Independent Counsel for the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development investigation by the Spe-
cial Panel of the U.S. Circuit Court Judges appointed by the Su-
preme Court. He is a member of the Committee on Lawyers’ Quali-
fications and Conduct of the Eleventh Circuit, U.S. Court of Ap-
peals. He is also an elected Fellow of the American Board of Crimi-
nal Lawyers. In addition, Larry Thompson teaches a weekly semi-
nar on corporate crime at the University of Georgia School of Law.

Paul Kurtz, the associate dean at the University of Georgia
School of Law stated that “he is delighted that Larry has been
nominated.” In addition, Mr. Kurtz said that Larry is “incredibly
bright, incredibly hard-working, and very gifted.” A wonderful de-
scription. Larry is well respected by his peers and his students and
cares very much about representing all Americans as a member of
the Justice Department. He is an outstanding attorney and will be
an excellent Deputy Attorney General.

He is a wonderful person, as evidenced by his great character
and judgment; and, therefore, he has my full and unconditional
support. I hope he will be approved by the Committee and con-
firmed by the full Senate as soon as possible.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman HATCH. Thank you so much, Senator Cleland.

Senator Miller?

PRESENTATION OF LARRY D. THOMPSON, NOMINEE TO BE
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL, BY HON. ZELL MILLER, A U.S.
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA

Senator MILLER. Mr. Chairman and members of this committee,
I am honored and pleased to be here today with my colleague, Sen-
ator Cleland, to present Larry D. Thompson to this esteemed com-
mittee. And I want to congratulate my longtime friend and fellow
Georgian on this nomination.

You have heard about his credentials. Let me tell you a little bit
about this man that I know so well.

Clearly—I cannot say this more clearly—President George Bush
simply could not have made a better choice in nominating Larry
Thompson as the next Deputy Attorney General for the United
States. This is a man of impeccable credentials who will serve the
Department of Justice and this Nation very, very well.

I have had the pleasure to know Larry Thompson for many
years, as I say. He is the consummate professional: quiet yet
strong, a legal scholar who exercises enormous common sense, a
man who will put principle ahead of politics every time. He is a
man of great substance and little ego. He is not one to grandstand
or grab headlines.
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Mr. Thompson would bring to the Department of Justice a solid
record of experience. You have heard about it already from the
Chairman and from Senator Cleland. I will add just a little.

He was the kind of U.S. attorney who got in the trenches and
tried cases himself on occasion, working as hard or, as they would
tell you, harder than his assistant U.S. attorneys.

Those who worked under Larry Thompson were struck by the
enormous respect he always had for the rights of defendants. He
refused to publicize someone’s misfortunes when they were in-
dicted. And he insisted on waiting until after a conviction before he
would claim victory.

From 1995 to 1999, Mr. Thompson served as independent coun-
sel in a corruption probe at the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. He earned praise from his peers for approaching this
highly political, highly volatile case with the measured, unbiased,
and apolitical approach for which he is so well known.

Mr. Thompson, as the Chairman has mentioned, has practiced
law at the prestigious Atlanta law firm of King and Spalding since
1977. He is a senior partner in the highly successful Special Mat-
ters and Government Investigations practice formed by Griffin Bell,
who was appointed Federal judge by President Kennedy and Attor-
ney General by President Carter.

As I said at the beginning, President Bush simply could not have
made a better choice as Deputy Attorney General. Larry Thompson
brings a wealth of experience as a tough prosecutor, an adept liti-
gator, a respected scholar, and a skilled manager.

More important than that, Larry Thompson comes with no agen-
da. He will base every decision on what is right, not what is popu-
lar or politically expedient. He will bring to the Justice Department
the same wisdom, the same thoughtfulness, and the same steady
demeanor upon which he has built his stellar career.

I am honored and I am very proud—in fact, this is the most re-
warding experience I have had so far as a United States Senator—
to present Larry Thompson and to recommend him strongly for
confirmation as the next Deputy Attorney General.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[The prepared statement of Senator Miller follows:]

STATEMENT OF HON. ZELL MILLER, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, Senator Cleland, I am honored to be
here today to present Larry D. Thompson to this Esteemed Committee. And I want
to congratulate my longtime fiend and fellow Georgian on his nomination.

I cannot say it more clearly than this:

President Bush could not have made a better choice in nominating Larry Thompson
as the next Deputy Attorney General of the United States.

This is a man of impeccable credentials who will serve the Department of Justice
and this nation very well.

I have had the pleasure to know Larry Thompson for several years. He is the con-
summate professional: quiet yet strong, a legal scholar who exercises enormous com-
mon sense, a man who will put principle ahead of politics every time. He is a man
of great substance and little ego. He is not one to grandstand or grab headlines.

Mr. Thompson would bring to the Department of Justice a solid record of experi-
ence that includes four years as the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Geor-
gia, from 1982 to 1986. In that job, Mr. Thompson directed the Southeastern Orga-
nized Crime Drug enforcement Task Force and served on the Attorney General’s
Economic Crime Council.
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He was the kind of U.S. Attorney who got in the trenches and tried cases himself
on occasion, working as hard or even longer hours than his assistant U.S. attorneys.

Those who worked under Larry Thompson were struck by the enormous respect
he paid to the rights of defendants. He refused to publicize someone’s misfortunes
when they were indicted. He insisted on waiting until after a conviction before he
would claim victory.

From 1995 to 1999, Mr. Thompson served as independent counsel in a corruption
probe at the Department of Housing and Urban Development. He earned praise
from his peers for approaching this highly political, highly volatile case with the
measured, unbiased and apolitical approach for which he is so well known.

As Governor of Georgia, I tried over and over again to persuade Mr. Thompson
to accept a position in state government. I knew he would be a great asset to my
administration.

In 1996, he finally accepted, taking a seat on the state Board of Education. As
many of you know, education is my passion, so I was delighted to have someone
of Larry Thompson’s stature on the board that oversees our public schools.

He took the job at one of the busiest times in his career—he was practicing law
and serving as the independent counsel in the HUD probe. Still, he served with
dedication and distinction on the Board of Education, as I knew he would.Mr.
Thompson has practiced law at the prestigious Atlanta law firm of King & Spalding
since 1977. He 1s a senior partner in the highly successful “Special Matters/Govern-
ment Investigation” practice founded by Griffin Bell, the former Attorney General
under President Carter.

As I said at the outset, President Bush could not have chosen a better nominee
as Deputy Attorney General.

Larry Thompson brings a wealth of experience as a tough prosecutor, and adept
litigator, a respected scholar and a skilled manager.

More importantly than that, Larry Thompson comes with no agenda. He will base
every decision on what is right, not what is popular or politically expedient. He will
bring to the Justice Department that same wisdom, the same thoughtfulness, and
the same steady demeanor upon which he has built his stellar career.

I am very honored and very proud—in fact, this is the most rewarding experience
I've had so far as a United States Senator—to introduce Larry Thompson, and to
recommend him for confirmation as the next Deputy Attorney General.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman HATCH. Thank you. I want to say that this is high
praise coming from the both of you, and your statements have
meant a lot to this Committee and mean a lot to me personally,
and I am sure they mean a great deal to Mr. Thompson and his
wife and family. So we appreciate you taking the time to be with
us.

Senator MILLER. Thank you.

Chairman HATCH. Because I want to talk to members of the
Committee and see how we can expedite the procedures on this, we
are going to take a short recess, and I would like all members of
the Committee to go to SC—10A. So come out this door, and we will
just go around to the right, and then I will have a chance to chat
with you.

We will recess until we get back.

[Recess 10:57 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.]

Chairman HATCH. Just so everybody will know, we had someone
invoke the 2-hour rule, which is that the Committee cannot meet
after the first 2 hours of a regular session. We have been able to
resolve that, and so we are going to proceed. I am tickled with that
because I think—Ilook, we have got to get these positions filled at
the Justice Department. It is in the best interest of everybody in
this country, Democrats, Republicans, Independents, just good citi-
zens. And so I would like to finish this hearing today for both of
these distinguished gentlemen who deserve to have that kind of
treatment.
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I am going to forego my questions, and I will turn to the ranking
member.

Senator LEAHY. I think they should be sworn and allowed to
make their statements.

Chairman HaTcH. Well, now, that is a good idea.

[Laughter.]
hChairman HaTcH. I get so tired of these procedural problems
that I—

Senator LEAHY. Aren’t you glad you have some of us minority
members here to help work them out?

Chairman HATCH. I am glad we have somebody here who knows
how to run the committee, is all I can say.

Would you two stand, please? Do you solemnly swear to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. THOMPSON. I do.

Mr. OLsoN. I do.

Chairman HATCH. Fine. Thank you.

Mr. Thompson, we will take your statement first. I hope both
your statements will be nice and short.

Take whatever time you need. I am just being humorous.

STATEMENT OF LARRY D. THOMPSON, NOMINEE TO BE
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Chair, Senator Leahy, and other members of
the committee, it is a great honor to be here today as the nominee
to become the Deputy Attorney General of the United States. I
would like to thank my home State Senators and friends, Senator
Cleland and Senator Miller, for their introductions and support.

Senator, let me first introduce to the Committee my wife of 30
years, Brenda Thompson.

Chairman HATCH. Brenda, we are so happy to have you here. We
are proud of your husband and you.

[Applause.]

Mr. THOMPSON. Also here as a member of my family is General
Donald Scott and his wife, Betty Scott.

Chairman HATCH. General and Mrs. Scott, we are grateful to
have you here.

[Applause.]

Mr. THOMPSON. Donald was Deputy Librarian of Congress. My
father is deceased and my mother is 83 years old and somewhat
ill. She lives in Hannibal, Missouri. I have two sons. Larry is 26.
He is a chemical engineer and a first-year law student at New York
University. Gary is 22 and is a senior at Kalamazoo College in
Kalamazoo, Michigan. And I certainly did not want to do anything
to encourage them not to finish school on time.

[Laughter.]

Chairman HATCH. You did right.

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Chair, it is a privilege to be considered for
this position, and I would like to thank the members of the Com-
mittee and their staff for the courtesies extended to me over the
past several days and providing me an opportunity to meet with
many of you in the course of the confirmation process. It has been
very helpful to learn what issues are of concern to you and to begin
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a cooperative and working dialog that I pledge to continue if con-
firmed.

At the risk of introducing what might be considered some senti-
mentality into these proceedings, I cannot help but think, as I ap-
pear before you today, what a great Nation we live in and how for-
tunate I am to have had the parents I did. I was born and raised
in Hannibal, Missouri. My father worked for the railroad as a la-
borer. My mother was a part-time cook and housekeeper. I at-
tended a segregated school for 8 years where I had dedicated and
stern teachers. But I also had wonderful and supportive teachers
after integration. All of this is to say that I simply could not have
imagined 40 years ago, when my father was living, that I would
be sitting here before this great body today as a participant in
these proceedings.

I have been practicing law for almost 27 years; 19 of those years
have been primarily dedicated to the Federal criminal justice sys-
tem, either as a prosecutor or defense lawyer. I have worked with
and learned from a number of great lawyers. Chief among them is
my senior law partner, former Attorney General, Griffin Bell.

As U.S. attorney under President Ronald Reagan, I managed and
led an office covering Atlanta and over 40 counties in North Geor-
gia, an area with a population of over 3 million people. During my
tenure as United States attorney, my office conducted several suc-
cessful investigations and prosecutions relating to Government pro-
gram fraud, prescription drug diversion, public official corruption,
illegal tax protests by supremacist organizations, and terroristic
acts by members of the Ku Klux Klan that led to criminal civil
rights convictions.

Also as U.S. attorney in Atlanta, I established and led the South-
east Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force. The task
force covered five States and involved 12 different U.S. Attorney’s
Offices, including the office in Mobile, Alabama, led by then U.S.
Attorney Senator Jeff Sessions. The task force also included the
FBI, the DEA, ATF, IRS, and the U.S. Marshals Service.

Our task force had many law enforcement successes, but none I
am more proud of than the convictions of leaders of a large cocaine-
smuggling and—trafficking organization that smuggled over 5 tons
of cocaine into the United States during a 15-month period between
1982 and 1983. This investigation involved coordinating with a
number of law enforcement and intelligence agencies, both at the
domestic and international levels. At the time this was the largest
cocaine-smuggling organization ever to have been destroyed and
brought to justice.

As U.S. attorney, I learned to respect, admire, and, yes, even love
the many energetic, talented, and hard-working prosecutors and
agents with whom I worked. Many of these people literally put
their lives on the line every day in order to make our communities
safe places to live. Some of the things I witnessed, for example, in
dangerous undercover operations were really literally heroic.

I obviously admire the Department of Justice as an institution
and, if confirmed, look forward to returning to it and serving a
leadership position in it.

Since serving as U.S. attorney, I have maintained an interest in
public service even while continuing to practice law privately. I was



17

honored to serve as a replacement independent counsel for Judge
Arlen Adams in the Samuel Pierce Department of Housing and
Urban Development investigation, and most recently, I was hon-
ored and privileged to serve Congress as Chair of the Judicial Re-
view Commission on Foreign Asset Control, which was a bipartisan
commission you established to study certain issues relating to the
Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Designation Act.

As a defense lawyer, I have represented individuals rich and poor
and entities large and small accused of wrongdoing. I have handled
cases throughout the country from Boston to Los Angeles. Many of
these cases involved complex and lengthy investigations, and in
many of them I have had to work hard to work creatively with the
Government in order to resolve my clients’ legal problems without
resorting to trial. These resolutions always had as their foundation
the mutual respect and trust between me as private counsel and
the Government.

Also as a defense lawyer, and something that I discussed with
Senator Leahy when we met, I have represented citizens who be-
lieve that governmental power was being misused or was even un-
restrained by law. Some of these clients, individuals and entities,
have doubted the fairness of our criminal justice system. All of
these experiences, I believe, have prepared me for the challenges
I will face as Deputy Attorney General.

I would like now briefly, Senator Hatch, to identify for you what
I hope to accomplish as Deputy Attorney General, if confirmed,
under Attorney General Ashcroft’s leadership. I would like to dis-
cuss three important objectives.

First, and most important, the Department of Justice must con-
tinue to earn and maintain the trust and respect of all our citizens.
To do this, the Department must operate in a non-partisan and im-
partial manner. We must be as open to the public as legitimate
concerns for privacy and investigative and grand jury secrecy allow.
And as we go about this important objective, I take my guidance
from a speech delivered by Attorney General Robert Jackson at the
Second Annual Conference of U.S. Attorneys in 1940. General
Jackson noted: “The prosecutor has more control over life, liberty,
and reputation than any other person in America. His discretion 1is
tremendous.”

Instructing the assembled prosecutors on how to conduct their
public business, General Jackson then went on to note that, “A
good prosecutor displays a sensitivity to fair play,” and then he
pointed out, “A citizen’s safety from the abuse of power from a
prosecutor lies in the prosecutor who tempers zeal with human
kindness, who seeks truth not victims, who serves the law and not
factional purposes, and who approaches his or her task with humil-
ity.” I have always followed General Jackson’s counsel.

I believe that because of my record of vigorously but impartially
enforcing the laws, I have been honored to receive support for my
nomination from both the Fraternal Order of Police and the Na-
tional Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.

Second, we must continue to make certain that the traditional
role of Federal law enforcement is carried out with vigor and effec-
tiveness. Federal law enforcement must attack such critical crime
problems as large multi-state and international drug-trafficking or-
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ganizations, complicated fraud schemes, civil rights violations, seri-
ous environmental violations, terrorism and espionage, and some-
times these areas overlap.

For example, Senator, a leader of a large cocaine-smuggling oper-
ation my U.S. Attorney’s Office prosecuted in 1984, who was an ad-
mitted Marxist, an associate of the M—19 guerrilla movement in
Colombia, wrote the following in a letter that was intercepted by
the DEA. He wrote, “I hate all government so much. I want to de-
stroy them. I guess in my own way sending drugs into the U.S. was
one of my ways of fighting.” We need to continue to direct the tre-
mendous Federal law enforcement resources that we have at indi-
viduals like this who, if unchecked, will wreak havoc on our Na-
tion.

And, finally, the third objective is one that is not necessarily as-
sociated with traditional Federal law enforcement but does involve
helping our citizens achieve a greater sense of personal security
and safety in their homes and neighborhoods. This involves violent
crime, which is especially important to some of our minority and
low-income citizens against whom violent crime has a dispropor-
tionate impact. Of all our important civil rights, the right to be safe
and secure in one’s home and neighborhood is perhaps the most
important. We must work creatively, think outside of the box, as
it is sometimes referred to, to work with local law enforcement
agencies and perhaps even some private organizations to attack the
problem of violent crime.

I certainly today do not have all the answers now, but do believe
that we must continue to encourage and support local law enforce-
ment efforts that take violent and repeat offenders out of circula-
tion, especially those who use guns in committing their crimes.
Many of our citizens continue to be literally terrorized by violent
crime. The Federal Government should play a leading role in at-
tacking this problem. At stake is the well-being of millions of citi-
zens and even the lives of some of them.

Now, in accomplishing these objectives, I will be guided by what
Attorney General Ashcroft has committed the Department of Jus-
tice to do. We will listen to Congress and to others and try to find
common ground with people of widely diverse viewpoints.

Again, Mr. Chair, I am honored to be here. I thank the President
for his confidence in me, and I look forward to working with all of
you on this committee. Of course, I will be pleased to answer any
questions that you may have.

Chairman HATCH. Thank you, Mr. Thompson. That is an excel-
lent statement.

[Mr. Thompson’s biographical information follows:]
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I. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION (PUBLIC)

Full name (include any former names used.)

Larry Dean Thompson

Address: List current place of residence and office
address (es) .

Residences: Atlanta, GA and St. Simons Island, GA
Office: 191 Peachtree Street, N.E., Suite 4900, Atlanta,
GA 30303

Date and place of birth.
November 15, 1945 - Hannibal, Missouri

Marital Status {(include maiden name of wife, or husband’'s
name) . List spouse’s occupation, employer’s name and
business address)es).

Brenda Anne Taggart Thompson
Psychologist ~ City of Atlanta Board of Education, 210

Pryor Street, Atlanta, GA 30335

Education: List each college and law school you have
attended, including dates of attendance, degrees received,
and dates degrees were granted.

Culver-Stockton College - Canton, MO
1963-1967; BA, 1967

Michigan State University =~ East Lansing, MI
1967-1969; MA, 1969

University of Michigan - Ann Arbor, MI
1971-1974; JD, 1974

Employment Record: List (by year) all business or
professional corporations, companies, firms, or other
enterprises, partnerships, institutions and organizations,
nonprofit or otherwise, including firms, with which you
were connected as an officer, director, partner,
proprietor, or employee since graduation from college.

¢ No employment between 1967 and 1969
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s Ford Motor Company, 1969-1971 - Labor Relations and
Personnel

* Monsanto Company, 1974-1977 - Staff Attorney

e King & Spalding, 1977-1982 - Associate Attorney

¢ United States Attorney’s Office, Northern District of
Georgia, 1982-1986 - U.S. Attorney
King & Spalding, 1986~Present - Partner
Associate Independent Counsel {Samuel Pierce HUD
Investigation), 1990-1992 (appointed; part-time)

s Independent Counsel (Samuel Pierce HUD Investigation),
1995-1999 (appointed; part-time)

& Chair, Judicial Review Commission on Foreign Asset
Control, 2000-2001 {(appointed by commissioners; part-
time; this is a bipartisan commission established by
Congress to study the blocking of assets held by drug

kingpins)
¢ Mercer University, 1992 approx. - Adjunct Professor
s University of Georgia School of Law, 2001 - Adjunct
Professor

Goodwill Industries of Atlanta * - Director

Village of St. Joseph * ~ Director

Atlanta Urban League, 1990-1992 ~ Board Member and Chair

Federal Defender Program, Northern District of Georgia *

- Director

s King-Tisdell Cottage Foundation {(African-American Museum)
_* - Director

¢ Woodward Academy, *~Present - Trustee

e Culver-Stockton College, *-Present - Trustee

* Providian Corporation - 1993-1897

« Providian Financial Corpeoration, 1937-Present - Director

¢ Washington Legal Foundation, *-Present - Legal Advisory
Board

¢ Georgia Public Policy Foundation, *-Present - Director

¢ Southeastern legal Foundation, *-1999 - Legal Advisory
Board

¢« BAmerican Board of Criminal Lawyers, 2000-Present - Vice

President and Elected Fellow

* & & @

+ Information is unavaillable regarding exact time of association with entity
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Military Service: Have you had any military service? If
so, give particulars, including the dates, branch of
service, rank or rate, serial number and type of discharge
received.

No.

Honors and Awards: List any scholarships, fellowships,
honorary degrees, and honorary society memberships that you
believe would be of interest to the Committee.

Undergraduate Football and Academic Scholarships, Culver-
Stockton College

Graduate Fellowship - Michigan State University

American Bar Foundation - Fellow (membership is limited to
one-third of one percent of a state’s lawyer population)

A.T. Walden Award for Outstanding Lawyer, Gate City Bar
Association, 1984

Metropolitan Atlanta Crime Commissior, Leadership Award,
1985

American Inn of Court, Lumpkin Inn -~ Master of the Bench,
1988

Law Day Award for Outstanding Achievement, Federal Bar
Association, 1992

Bar Associations: List all bar associations, legal or
judicial-related committees or conferences of which you are
or have been a member and give the titles and dates of any
offices which you have held in such groups.

American Bar Association

e Criminal Justice Section, White Collar Crime Sub-
Committee, Vice-Chair - 2000

s Antitrust Section

s Center for Professional Responsibility

s Conference of Minority Partners in Majority Law Firms

National Bar Association
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Gate City Bar Association ({(Atlanta, GA)
e Executive Committee *
Mound City Bar Association (St. Louis, MO) *
The Missouri Bar (non-resident Member)
The State Bar of Georgia

Atlanta Bar Association
e Criminal Law Section

Georgia Association of -Criminal Defense Lawyers

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers
e Committee on Grand Jury Reform (1999-2000)

National Association of Former U.S. Attorneys

Federal Bar Association
e Government Relations Committee, National Organization
e Vice President for Membership, Atlanta Chapter, 1999

Committee on Lawyers’ Qualifications and Conduct of the
Eleventh Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, *-Present (selected
by judges of :the Eleventh Circuit; the committee reviews
disciplinary matters referred to it by the court)

Chair, Northern District of Georgia U.S. Magistrate
Selection Panel, 1993

State of Georgia Board of Bar Examiners, 1990-1895
(selected by Georgia Supreme Court)

Other Memberships: List all organizations to which you
belong that are active in lobbying before public bodies.
Please list all other organizations to which you belong.

I believe the Bmerican Bar Association, the National
Association of Criminal Defense Attorneys and the
Washington Legal Foundation lobby before public bodies.

I am also a member of the Federalist Society and serve on
its National Practitioners Council.

* Information is unavailable regarding exact time of association with entity
* Information is unavailable regarding exact time of association with entity
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Other organizations:

e Capital City Club

e High Museum of Art

e Republican National Lawyers Association

e University of Michigan Alumni Club

e Michigan State University Alumni Club

e Leadership Atlanta Alumni

e American Inn of Court Foundation, Lumpkin Inn

e Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals Historical Society
e U.S. Supreme Court Historical Society

¢ Georgla State University School of Law, Board of Visitors
¢ The Buick Club of America

Court Admission: List all courts in which you have been
admitted to practice, with dates of admission and lapses if
any such memberships lapsed. Please explain the reason for
any lapse of membership. Give the same information for
administrative bodies which require special admission to
practice.

State of Missouri, 1974

State of Georgia, 1978

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia,
1978

U.S5. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit 1978-1981

U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit, 1981

U.S. Supreme Court, 1997



12.

24

Published Writings:

List the titles, publishers, and

dates of books, articles, reports, or other published

material you have written or edited.

Please supply one

copy of all published material not readily available to the

Committee.

you on issues involving constitutional law or
If there were press reports about the speech,
readily available to you, please supply them.

Also, please supply a copy of all

speaches by
legal policy.
and they are

1982

1. Editor:
Antitrust Cases 1976 - 1980 Association Section
of Antitrust Law
2. Exclusionary rule needs modifying Cox/Atlanta Journal- | 7/3/83
Constitution
3. Dealing With Black-on-Black Crime The Heritage Janoary.,
Foundaticn 1980
L “Phomas an asset to bench” Atlanta Journal- 1/1/91
Constitution
5. Fairness in White Ceollar Crime Cases: Washingten Legal 6/19/92
Prosecutors Should Faithfully Follow the Foundation
Principles of Federal Frosecubion
5. Structuring Informal Immunity American Bar Spring
Problems of Scope and Enforcement ({(with Association 1993
Phyllis B. Sumner, Bsg.}
7. Money Laundering: Business Bewaxe {(with Alabama Law Review, Spring
Elizabeth Barry Johnson, Esg.] Volume 44 - No. 3 1893
8. How to Keep the Other Shee from Dropping: The G